Genetics of Sick Sinus Syndrome.
The sinoatrial node exhibits complex cellular and molecular structure and its proper function requires an intricate arrangement of its architecture. A better understanding of the genetic and molecular makeup of the sinoatrial node has led to improved understanding of its function as primary cardiac pacemaker and the abnormalities that may lead to sick sinus syndrome, a common clinical problem. Recently, genetic studies have begun to identify the molecular underpinnings of sick sinus syndrome. Taken together, these findings promise improved diagnosis and alternative therapies for sick sinus syndrome.